
Debate, Fiction, Songs  
Session 3 



The Direction of Intention 
 

My God, give me the grace 

 to perform this action with you 

 and through love for you. 

In advance, I offer to you  

all the good that I will do  

and accept all the difficulty I may meet therein. 

 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for us. 

St. Francis de Sales, Pray for us 



 Debate:   
 Formal method of interactive and representational argument.  
 More than just a presentation of a logical argument 
 Some degree of emotional appeal to the audience is important 
 Use of persuasion using facts, emotion and imagination are 

necessary 
 Biblical Debate:  An attempt to figure out God's motives by 

presenting God debating with a human 
 Between Abraham and God over fate of Sodom and Gomorrah 
 The Book of Job 
 The Temptations of Jesus 

 Often focuses on suffering and sin                                                     
and its purpose 
 

 



 Must not read medieval notions of the devil back into 
the text 

 Hasatan literally means "adversary" or "enemy" or 
“slanderer" or " accuser" – THE DECIEVER 

 Not a proper name – but a title 
 The Satan discusses Job with God.  See Job 1:6-13 
 The Satan is accountable to God. 1:6 
 The Satan’s thoughts are open to God. 1:7 
 The Satan can only be at one place at a time. 1:6,7 
 The Satan cannot see into our minds or foretell the 

future. 1:9-11 
 The Satan can do nothing without God's permission, 

1:12 
 God puts limits on what The Satan can do. 1:12, and 2:6 
 The Satan is real and active on earth. 1:7 

 
 



 



 The Book of Job 

 Series of three arguments as to why Job is suffering 

▪ Retribution – God is punishing Job for something  
▪ Job rejects this line of thinking because he has done nothing wrong 

▪ His friends assume that God sends physical punishment (sickness, 
natural disasters) 

 Job rejects this as well 

▪ Argument of retribution calls into question God’s Justice 

 Job rejects that God is unjust 

 
 

 

 



 Job and God 
 What is discovered by Job 

▪ Suffering is part of creation after the Fall 

▪ It is not God who causes – but allows to exist 

▪ All of creation is ordered and has a purpose 

▪ We only perceive part of creation…and thus in turn can only 
perceive part of God 

▪ God never abandons Job even in his suffering 

▪ All suffering has meaning when united to God 

 In the end, we don’t have all the answers 
▪ Revelation is a process. 

▪ What is being revealed about God through the use of 
Debate? 

 



 Realistic Fiction:  although untrue, reinterprets actual history. 
Some events, people, and places may even be real. Realist 
fiction appears to the reader to be something that is actually 
happening. 
 The Da Vinci Code 

 Non-Realistic Fiction:  Non-realistic fiction is that in which 
the story's events could not happen in real life, because they 
fantasy, or involve an alternate form of history of mankind 
  Alice In Wonderland and Harry Potter 

 Didactic Fiction is fiction with a message. It is fiction that 
tries to do more than entertain the reader. It is meant to share 
a message. It is not concerned with historical fact.  The 
primary objective is to teach something and storytelling is the 
method chosen to convey that message. 
 The Book of Jonah 



 The Book of Jonah 

 The Question:  Does God Love Other Nations? 

▪ Question arises after a series of preceding insights 

1. God Chooses Abraham and Sarah to be the first of his Chosen People  
1850  BC 

2. The Exodus Event:  God is revealed as the God of the Hebrew Nation – A 
God who Saves – 1250 BC 

3. The Formation of the Nation of Israel – God Stands by his Chosen 
People – 1200 – 1000 BC 

4. Cyrus, King of Persians allows Israelites to return to Holy Land – 537 BC 

5. Author of Jonah understands that God loves other nations – 500 – 400 
BC 

6. Jesus taught us to love our enemies – AD  30 

7. Peter understood that God invites all to be God’s Chosen People – Ad 36 



 



 How do we know Jonah is Fiction? 
 The Plot:  Jonah is sent to preach to the Enemies of 

Israel  (Are you Serious?) 

 The Tone:  Humorous from the start 
▪ Jonah is a whiny Prophet who complains about the most 

obscure stuff 
▪ The city is too Big, Its too far away, They wont listen 

▪ The Whale - God will not be thwarted in his plan 

 Fiction can be a vehicle for revelation  
▪ What is begin revealed about God through  the use of 

Fiction? 



 Songs – Psalms, Canticles 
 The Book of Psalms 

 Exodus 15 – song after the defeat of the Egyptians 

 The Songs of Solomon (Songs) 

 The Benedictus and the Magnificat 

 The Canticle from Philippians 
 Express: Joy, sorrow, thanksgiving, anticipation, 

pilgrimage, worship 
 Express History 
 Oral tradition 



 The Book of Psalms – authorship? 

 What we have now was written between the 4th 
and 2nd Century BC – After the Babylonian 
captivity 

 Many songs predate the rebuilding of the Temple 

 All were once attributed to King David – clear that 
many speak of events after King David 

 What is being REVEALED about God through 
the Songs? 

 


